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Gospel of John - Series

Messages from the Gospel of John
(John 3:1-21 - Darkness)

1/ All about Nicodemus

2/ Watch the passage
3/ Living in the light

All about Nicodemus

Who was Nicodemus?
What John records about Nicodemus?

Why did'Nicodemus seek out Jesus?
What do we see in this encounter?
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(Wholwas]Nicodemus?

(nike-rule/victory; demos-people)
"a ruler of the Jews," John 3
Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin

Highly educated, religious elite, descendant of Abraham

A person of means
(“30kg of spices”, John 19)

(What#John|recordsfaboutiNicodemus?

Three times mentioned in the Gospel
3:1-10 - cautiously seeking
7:37-52 - carefully tempering
19:38-42 - customarily honouring

Darkness to light
Private to public
Query to devotion

(Limited reliable inforn'.tion)(believer or not?)
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(Why[did|NicodemusiseekiouttJesus?

Under Roman authority in the time of Christ, the Sanhedrin was

the final court of appeals for matters regarding Jewish law and

religion. The Sanhedrin had responsibility to find out about any
teachers or other public figures who might lead the people astray!

“Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was”
(John‘:19)

\Whyldid|Nicodemus]seek{out?Jesus?

To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop
turning my Father’s house inte.a market!” His disciples
remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume
me.” The Jews then responded to him, “What can you show us
to prove your authority to do all this?” (John 2:16-18)

Prophetic allusions? Attraction? Audacity?

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God.
For no one could perform the you are doing if God were not
with him.” (Johng:Z)




At night - Downtime? Genuine? Fear? Politics?

"a ruler of the Jews*“ - on the same level?

What do we see in this encounter?

Jesus takes the initiative (heart of the matter):
1 will not turn anyone away
2. verifies His identity
3. questions affirm systemic unbelief
4. believing; to'born of the Spirit
5. mosaic allusion to THE salvic action
6.John 3:16-18
7. BELIEVE....(participation)
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Gospel of John - Series

Messages from the Gospel of John
(John 3:1-21 - Darkness)

1/ All about Nicodemus

2/ Watch the passage
3/ Living in the light

Living in the truth, living in the light

This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead
of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does eV|I
hates the light, and will not come into the light;for fear that thelr';f"j

deeds will be exposed.

But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light: so that it may
be seen plainly that what they have done hasbeen done in the
sight of God. (John 3:19- 21)
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Living in the truth, living in the light

The two questions Nicodemos was asking:
1/The possibility of the new birth;
2/and the process of the new birth.

Born again, born anew, new birth - “to enterthe kingdom”
imperative: exclusive nature - ‘n.e'v_Tli
this ‘new’ divides eternal and condemned life

Living in the truth, living in the light

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’
(John 3:6-7) b

Genesis-esc feel about ‘horn again’ - “according to its Kind?"

New creation story, not a change of heartﬂnew heart
£~
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Living in the truth, living in the light

born of the spirit...a new heart
HOW?

Jesus uses plural verbs four times implying that:
we is “Jesus and the prophets” ('J'n‘?,‘: 11)

Nicodemus should have known about thisc“re|generation”
Ez 36:26-28(spirit); Ps 143:10-11 (spirit); Jer 31:33(spirit)

Living in tﬁﬂtruth, living in the light

—— implies that eternal life begins
-~ atthe momentof faith and more
than end!gs existence:it’s

sharingithe Divine Life.

(nb 2Pet1:4)
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Living in the truth livinglin G]E[IE}B

. ] .
Then the]peoplelofilsraellsetiout fromMount{Horktakingthelroad
to the Red[Sealtolgolaroundithelland(ofiEdom%Butithe]people]
grew impatientwithithellongljourneylslanditheylbeganitolspes kv |
God and/Moses! sWhy/have you broughtius out~of Egypt

-

g

&~

(Numbers 21:4:9)
p)
\

Livinginthe truthYliving inthelight

. e _é
growing™impatienceftirednessiwilllitfeverienditrialsfunknowns)

‘ e ey h “
watch; bewareguardlour;confession),thoughtsy, heart s

S EDh4:29)(g00d)

Pri18:21 (power)

Pr4: 23 (guard)
‘Luke 6:45 (good/evil)
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Living in the truth livinglin G]E[IE}B

So the|l'ord sentipoisonous snakeslamong the\peopleand many
were bittenfand -n'ﬂ‘ﬁ}mn people c.mmaﬁamm;aemﬂ cried &S

out, “We have sinned|by/speakingfagainstithejLord and agamst

you. Pray thatithe]Lord\willitakelaway,the snake
So Moses prayed for the people- (Numbers 21 4- 9)

Who'is praying for,usi= -leveninow?

(nb Rom,8:34, Heb 7:25, 1John2:1)
\

Livinginthe truthYliving inthelight

g * o *
Thenithell'ordjtoldlhim%Make alreplicalof{alpoisonousisnake
and[attachlititola]poleYAlllwho arelbittenlwillllivelifithey/simplya
look atiit!#9/So/Moses madelalsnakeoutiofibronzeland/attached
it to a pole. Then anyone,wholwaslbittenlby/a snake could Iooﬂt
the bronze snake'and|be healed! (Numbers 21 4- 9)

@ qrempm w” ]
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Living in the truth}livinglinithellight;

= ,:g.l-'-
e Justupthe
(oakeRemd firs)
EiD ISonlof{Man/mustibe'

ﬂn Himlandllive) ‘
John3 14:15 _*.

S~
A : ""9

Whoever belleves in him'is not condemned' but whoever does (1[1]

e

believe stands condemned- already because they have not believed in
\ " the name of God’s oneland only Son. (John 3:18)

Living in the truth, living in the light

This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead
of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does eV|I
hates the light, and will not come into the lightifor fear that th_g-g

But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light? so that it may
be seen plainly that what they have done has'been done in the
sight of God. (John 3:19-21)
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Living in the truth, living Inghe light

7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened and , '

; SO they‘sewed fig Ieave?together and’'made coverlngs for
themselves. 8jThen'the man and h|s wife' h'e'ard'the sound o?t‘he Lord God

as he was walkmg ‘m the gag:ien m’the cool oﬂ:‘day, aml:t'hey hid from
the Lord God among the trees of the garden 9 But~the Lord:God called to
the man “Where are you’?” 10 He answered eard{you in the garden,
and\l was afraid because | was naked so| h|d " 113And he said, “Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the trge'that |
commanded you not to eat from?” (Genesrs 3: 7‘-1»1~)'

\

Living in the truth, Iivin e_ light

'Sojthe Lord Godsaid to the ser ;4 e
this, “Cursed/are you above all Iwestrlx_c'k and all wrld’ammals'
You will crawl on'your,belly and you will éat, dust aIIfthe days of

yo‘l!rgllfe Andf'wrll ptﬁenmlty between you and the woman,
nd between your offsprlng and, hers he [son of man] will crush

». \ 'your head and you will strike hlsrheel 4
(Genesis 3:14- 15) \ﬂ /
(Numbers 21)(John 3: 16)(so Ioved ) Ae £
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Living in the truth, living in the light

John 3:16
For God (the greatest being) so (the greatest degree)
loved (the greatest affection) the world (the greatest object of love)
that he gave (the greatest act) his only (the greatest treasure) =
begotten (the greatest relationship) Son (tl%eatest gift),
that whosoever (the greatest number)
believes (the greatest trust) in him (the greatest,object of faith)
should not perish (the greatest deliverance)
but have everlasting (the greatest'assurance)
life (the greatest blessing).

Living in the truth, living in the light

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who
does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their
deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light,

so that it may be seen plainly that
. (John 3:19-2@

Poion ten aletheian: “lives by tl‘l’eltruth.”
Used only twice by John (Jn 3:21;1 Jn 1:6).
lives by / belief is a “participation,” not just acknowledgement.
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Gospel of John - Series

Messages from the Gospel of John
‘our shame is taken away - we no longer need to live in darkness’

1/ come in the dark or light, with your questions
2/ look at the cross to live
3/ live in the truth, participate in the truth
4/ in the sight of God

“So we might believe...”
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